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FIVE STAR HEADLINE NEWS 


LARGEST CIRCULATION IN TOWN 


THURSDAY. JUNE 22, 1972 


CIRCULATION 6,000 


Rep. Connelly 

Seeks 

Reelection 


Dermot Shea West. Mass. Resident 
Receives Support From Speaker Bartley 


The recent firing of consumer 
advocate executive secretary 
Dermot P. Shea, by the Con¬ 
sumer’s Council has brought 
down on Governor Sargent a 
storm of criticism unheard of in 
Massachusetts in many a year. 

, Shea, a native of Granby, 
appointed in 1963 by Governor 
Peabody has a national 
reputation as an activist on 
behalf of the consumer, he was 
outspoken against the Gover¬ 
nor’s Secretary of Consumer 
Affairs, William I. Cowin. Shea 
opposed Cowin’s $60 million 
settlement of a New England 
Telephone Company rate. 

Although the dismissal action 
was taken by the Consumer’s 
Council on a 7-4 vote most ob¬ 
servers including Speaker of the 
House, David Bartley, placed the 


blame squarely on the Governor 
who recently named new 
members to the Council which 
brought out charges that they 
were hand picked to dump Shea, 
the Council’s executive 
secretary. 

House Speaker Bartley called 
Shea’s dismissal “appalling.” 

“The Governor ought to be 
ashamed of the Council’s action. 
The decision to fire Shea reeks of 
a consumer-be-damed attitude on 
the part of the governor, his 
appointees and his secretary of 
consumer affairs. 

“But Shea made a mistake 
when he spotlighted the bumbling 
way no-fault insurance was being 
administered, and especially 
when he blew the whistle on 
Secretary Cowin’s $60 million 
rate-case give away to the 


telephone company. Bartley 
cited Shea’s leadership in making 
Massachusetts a national leader 
in establishing unit pricing, truth 
in-lending generic drug pricing 
and consumer representation on 
regulatory boards. 

Shea’s firing is expected to 
have repercussions from now 
until the next gubernatorial 
election. The legislature is now 
delving into the maneuvering 
behind Shea’s firing through a 
special Senate committee which 
includes Sen. David H. Locke, R- 
Wellesley, Chairman, Sen. John 
D. Barrus, R-Goshen, and Sen. 
George G. Mendoca, D-New 
Bedford. 

Other Sargent appointees have 
also been under fire, in particular 
Correction Commissioner John 
0. Boone, who was lashed from 


pillar to post on the Senate floor 
by Senator Joseph Ward, D- 
Fitchburg who produced a law 
enacted in 1955 as a result of a 
riot in Charleston prison, as 
enacted by the legislature. The 
law reads “Any person appointed 
to said office shall at the time of 
his appointment, have had at 
least five years of adult 
correctional experience.” 
Boone’s record shows that he 
does not have the specified five 
years. 

The Division of Youth Service 
headed by Commissioner Jerome 
Miller is also under investigation 
by a legislative committee 
chaired by Rep. Robert McGinn 
of Westfield. Rep. Edward 
Connelly of Agawam is also a 
member of the Committee. 


EDWARD W. CONNELLY 


Representative Edward W. 
Connelly announced his can¬ 
didacy for reelection by issuing 
the following statement ad¬ 
dressed to the voters of the 
district: 

“As the second half of the 1971- 
1972 legislative session nears 
completion, a sense of ac¬ 
complishment as well as genuine 
feel for things still to be done 
pervades the atmosphere. When I 
ran for election as your 
representative in the Ninth 
Hampden District in 1970,1 did so 
because I felt there was a need 
for full representation for each 
and everyone in the district. 

“I believe that I have faithfully 
represented you during this 
session,” he concluded, “In all 
humility I advise of my intention 
to once again seek nomination 
and reelection as your 
representative to the General 
Court and sincerely ask for your 
support in this effort.” 


Conte Announces $3 Million Town Treasurer Raps Method 
For Massachusetts Elderly Used In Estimating Tax Rate 


life for too large a proportion of 
our senior citizens. The money 
provided for should go a long way 
in reversing this trend.” 

Conte explained that funds 
under this program would be 
allocated in the form of grants to 
the states based upon each 
state’s proportion of persons over 
60 years of age, and would pay for 
90 percent of the cost of the state 
nutrition programs. Ap¬ 
proximately 400,000 persons 
across the country would be 
provided with nutritional meals 
each day, once the programs are 
set up. The representative noted 
that Massachusetts is slated to 
receive almost $3 million when 
the funds are allocated. 

Final approval of the funds is 
dependent upon passage of the 
Fiscal 1973 HEW Appropriations 
bill by the Congress. Conte is 
confident that the nutrition 
program has wide support in both 
Houses, and that the money will 
soon be forthcoming. 


WASHINGTON, D.C. - U.S. 
Rep. Silvio 0. Conte (R-Mass) 
announced today that his Labor- 
HEW Appropriations Sub¬ 
committee approved $100 million 
for the coming fiscal year to 
provide low-cost, nutritionally 
sound meals for the elderly. 

“I fought hard in the sub¬ 
committee to insure that this 
vital program received adequate 
federal funding,” the 

Congressman noted, “and I am 
pleased that the members saw fit 
to recommend the full amount 
authorized by law. Numerous 

studies, conducted over the past 
several years, have shown that 
limited employment op¬ 

portunities, fixed income, lack of 
mobility, isolation, and a sense of 
rejection have all too often 

prevented the elderly from 
getting the proper nutrition they 
need. This has resulted in 
physical and mental 
deterioration becoming a way of 


funds from the state gasoline 
taxes allocated back to the town 
and other moneys. I disagree 
with the finance board that the 
tax rate will increase $3.85 if their 
recommendations are followed. I 
think at this point we are just 
about even on the tax rate.” 

Gallano has contended for 
some time that the method of 
projection of figures used had 
been wrong for many years and 
finance boards are noted for 
rarely ever having come close to 
actual tax rates in their 
projections. “It seems as if the 
figures are intentionally kept 
high,” Gallano opinioned, “and 
used as a guise to create an ex¬ 
pensive aura around any large 
expenditures by town meeting 
members.” 

“Another example of the 
misuse of projected tax figures to 
impress the voters,” concluded 
Gallano, “was a statement by- 
Walter T. Kerr, former select¬ 
man and state representative 
who appeared on a local tel¬ 
evision news broadcast and pre¬ 
dicted that Agawam's 1972 tax 
rate would be increased five to 
seven dollars. Quite a wolf’s cry 
from the 1972 rate.” 


Last week the Board of As¬ 
sessors received the “cherry 
sheet” from the Department of 
Taxation in Boston. The tax rate 
was set at $37.40 per thousand. 

It was generally accepted by 
certain officials that the “cherry 
sheet” figures would show an 
increase over actual figures of 
1971, however, the amount of 
increase apparently came as an 
unexpected surprise to the 
finance board and other officials 
who, according to their actions 
taken at the last town meeting, 
used the threat of a high tax rate 
to suppress actions on certain 
expenditures. 

The report of the finance 
committee at the annual town 
meeting in March projected an 
increase of $3.86 in the tax rate — 
even before the meeting started, 
the chairman of the finance 
l)oard, John Mikszewski. stated 
in his “before the meeting” talk 
to the town meeting members 
that “the tax rate will increase 
only $3.86 if they follow the 
board's recommendation.” 

The town meeting did not 
follow Mikszewski’s recommen¬ 
dation, but proceeded to 
overexpend by hundreds of 
thousands of dollars, thus in¬ 
creasing that estimate to $4.90. 

An article in the Daily News on 
March 13th reported “The 
finance board, came under at¬ 
tack by David Gallano, town 
treasurer, who said the figures 
used in the finance report to the 
town meeting members were 
Falsified, that they did not include 
money due to the town such as 


On January 10, 1776, while 
General Washington was still 
beseiging the British in Boston, 
Thomas Paine gave voice to this 
resolution in a powerful tract call 
Common Sense. He demanded 
immediate and unconditional 
independence for America. 
“Now,” he exclaimed, “is the 
seed-time of Continental union, 
faith and honor. — 0! ye that love 
mankind! Ye that dare oppose 
not only tyranny, but the tyrant, 
stand forth.” 

More than 100,000 copies of 
Common Sense were published 
and circulated throughout the 
Colonies. The word “in¬ 
dependence” had now been 
spoken. 

In June 1776, John Hancock, as 
President of the Second Con¬ 
tinental Congress, appointed a 
committee of five to frame the 
declaration; John Adams, 
Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin 


Franklin, Robert R. Livingston 
and Roger Sherman. The first 
draft was prepared by Jefferson. 
Several changes were suggested. 
For example, Jefferson had 
written; “We hold these struths 
to be sacred and undeniable.” It 
was modified to read: "We hold 
these truths to be self-evident.” 

On Friday, June 28 the 
manuscript was presented to 
John Hancock. On July 2, twelve 
colonies voted for independence 
with New York abstaining. 

John Adams, in writing to his 
wife, said, “I am apt to believe 
that it will be celebrated by 


succeeding generations as the 
great anniversary festival ... It 
ought to be solemnized with pomp 
and parade, with shows, games 
and sports, guns, bells, bonfires 
and illuminations from one end of 
the Continent to the other, from 
this time forward, forevermore.” 

On July 4, the declaration was 
read and put to a vote. It passed 
unanimously. Thomas Jefferson, 
with the assistance of John 
Adams, was the principle ar¬ 
chitect of the document. 

On the morning of July 4, 1826 
Thomas Jefferson died, followed 
on the same day by John Adams. 


SLSchoo/'s 

Out! 


Drive Carefully 
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Dirty Politics 

The recent election was devoid of dirty politics, with 
one exception, and this in the nature of a letter that 
was widely circulated by mail. 

This particular piece of political literature, which 
was unsigned, came out against Mr. Arthur Zavarella, 
an incumbent school committeeman. 

It was derogatory in every sense of the word. It was 
meant to do as much damage to Mr. Zavarella’s 
character as possible and it apparently succeeded; he 
was defeated. However, we must concede that he might 
have been defeated even if the letter had not reached 
the hands of some of the voters. 

The point is, that there is a law which prohibits this 
particular type of political activity: we quote General 
Law, Chapter 56, Section 41: “No person shall write, 
post, print or distribute any circular or poster intend¬ 
ing to effect the election of any person unless it is 
signed with the names and addresses of the president 
and treasurer of a political committee or the name and 
address of a registered voter. Violation is punishable 
by a term in the House of Correction, not to exceed six 
months.” 

The above is a fairly stiff penalty in keeping with the 
nature of the offense, but the culprit or culprits will 
probably never be known and Mr. Zavarella will not 
have the opportunity to rebut the allegations that were 
made by persons unknown and at a time in the election 
when it was too late to reply. 

It was a despicable act by a person or persons 
without the intestinal fortitude to publicly support the 
contents of the letter. 

Our Fire! Birthday 

One year ago this month the first edition of this 
newspaper was mailed free of charge to 6,000 homes in 
Agawam. 

Our first editorial stated in part: “that we intend to 
serve our advertisers and readers by publishing local, 
state and national news, and to comment editorially on 
matters involving the public interest, even though 
readers may not agree with our editorial opinions.” 
We further pledged to report activities, both political 
and of civic interest, and would not affiliate the 
newspaper with any political party and that we would 
support the interest of the community at large. 

In our opinion, we have met our pledges of a year 
ago. If any of our readers disagree, we invite them to 
tell us so and we will publish their comments, 
providing they are signed. 

We have plans for our second year. We intend to 
broaden the scope of news coverage, among other 
things, we intend to bring to our readers the goings-on 
of the newly-elected town council and school com¬ 
mittee. 

This newspaper has survived its first year because of 
the revenue derived from its advertisers, our local 
businessmen. It is because of their cooperation and 
interest that we have been able to mail the newspaper 
without cost to our readers. We appreciate this and 
urge that they be patronized. 

We look forward to our obligation of continued 
service to the community. 

THREE NEW FEATURES 

FOR ADVERTISER 



Senator Hammond Wants State 

To Assume Cost Of Education 


This newspaper is pleased to 
introduce as regular features, 
three new columns. “Broadway 
is My Beat,” by Joey Sasso, 
which brings to our readers the 
latest tid-bits about well-known 
stage, screen and TV per¬ 


sonalities. “The Sportsmen’s 
Corner,’’ by Bill Chiba, a 
prominent local sportsman, and 
“The Conservationist,’’ by 
Jeffery Reynolds, one of 
Agawam’s foremost advocates 
on environmental protection. 


WESTFIELD - State Senator 
George D. Hammond of Westfield 
said he will file legislation this 
year to have the state assume the 
total cost of education in the 
cities and towns. 

“An immediate result of such a 
step,” Senator Hammond said, 
“will be a broader base of finan¬ 
cial support, bringing significant 
financial relief to the property 
owner who is staggering under 
the weight of burdensome real 
estate taxes.” 

Stating his belief that recent 
court decisions — particularly in 
the west — signal the in¬ 
evitability of the states taking 
over the cost of education, 
Senator Hammond said: 

“What I am proposing is that 
Massachusetts move ahead pro- 

AGAWAM MAN 

SPECTRUM 

DIRECTOR 

George R. Townsend, 
President of Spectrum Com¬ 
munications, Inc., today an¬ 
nounced the appointment of 
Richard N. Kirsche as technical 
director of the corporation. 
Kirsche will be responsible for 
the technical development of 
Spectrum’s cable television 
systems. Spectrum has three 
cable television systems in 
various stages of construction — 
Agawam, West Springfield and 
Westfield. Kirsche will also be 
responsible for the design and 
development of new electronic 
devices for the cable television 
industry. Spectrum plans a 
manufacturing division and is 
currently involved in research 
and development planning for the 
needs of the industry. 

Kirsche is 31 years old and 
obtained his Bachelor of Science 
degree in electrical engineering 
from Lehigh University in 1960. 
After graduation he joined the 
ITT Federal Laboratories in New 
Jersey as a junior engineer. He 
was assigned to various 
developmental projects including 
TACAN (an airborne navigation 
system), satellite ground station 
transmitters and solid state 
circuits for microwave trans¬ 
mitter systems. 

In 1961, he joined the RCA As¬ 
tro Electronics Division as a jun¬ 
ior engineer. His duties involved 
the design and production 
engineering of command 
receiver systems for TIROS, 
NIMBUS, RELAY, SERT and 
several other classified satellite 
systems. He was also involved in 
preliminary designs for elec¬ 
tronic communications equip¬ 
ment used on the Ragner moon 
probes and the Apollo manned 
moon program. 

In 1962, Kirshe returned to the 
ITT Federal Laboratories as an 
engineer. He was involved in the 
design and development of 
klystron transmitter systems for 
satellite ground stations and 
over-the-horizon troposcatter 
transmission systems. 

Kirsche left ITT in 1964 to join a 
small company in New Jersey 
known as Power Radiation, Inc. 
as a project engineer. His duties 
involved engineering develop¬ 
ment work and supervision of 
manufacturing and production 
facilities. The company 
manufactured small electronice 
assemblies including power 
supplies and RF oscillators and 
amplifiers. 

Townsend Associates hired 
Kirsche as director of 
engineering in December, 1965, 
and he maintained the same 
position with the company after 
the merger with Ampex in 1967. 
In 1969, he was promoted to 
operations manager with the 
responsibility for transmitter 
engineering and manufacturing. 


gressively in this field and 
assume a businesslike approach 
to a problem that is grave. 

“I do not want to see the Com¬ 
monwealth of Massachusetts 
move rashly and without 
preparation into a major pro¬ 
gram, as was the case with the 
state takeover of the entire wel¬ 
fare program. My legislation will 
propose that the transition be 
carried out with purpose and that 
the mechanics of the program be 
completely in order before final 
steps are taken.” 

At the present time, Senator 
Hammond said, approximately 
60 percent of the tax rate in the 
state’s cities and towns goes for 
the cost of education. “Which, of 
course, means that real estate 
taxpayers are carrying much 


For the past four years, school 
children from all six elementary 
schools using busses have been 
serving on safety patrols. Patrol 
members are used to assist street 
crossing guards and to promote 
safety on busses and to assist the 
bus drivers in controlling 
children on the bus. According to 
Safety Officer Sgt. Stanley Ch- 
mielewski, the children are 
selected by the various principals 
and are trained by him in their 
duties. 


more of the cost than is fair. This 
is not fair; it should not be.” 

Although he has not yet com¬ 
pleted the details of the legisla¬ 
tion he will file, Senator Ham¬ 
mond said that his bill will direct 
that the basic responsibility for 
the operation of community 
school systems shall remain with 
the school committee and the 
school administration. 

“I shall insist that the local 
school committee retain their 
autonomy,” Senator Hammond 
said. “The philosophy of home 
rule must be closely guarded if 
such a program is to go into ef¬ 
fect. 

“The total effect of my pro¬ 
posal is designed to be equal edu¬ 
cation for all, with accompanying 
tax relief for the oppressed 
property owners.” 


Two members from each 
school patrol are selected at the 
end of each year to represent 
Agawam in Washington, D.C. at 
the Annual Bus Patrol get- 
together. All members of the 
patrols are treated to a trip to 
Westover for a tour and picnic. 
The costs are defrayed by local 
clubs and merchants of the town. 

Officer Chmielewski feels that 
being a patrol member tends to 
make a boy or girl more 
responsible and concerned about 
safety. 



A Bus Patrol member practices proper crossing procedure. 



The Bus Patrol practices emergency evacuation. 



Lt. Dick Fern demonstrates proper use of school bus fire extinguisher 
to Bus Patrol members. 


CHILDREN BUS PATROL MEMBERS 
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By Jeffrey G. Reynolds 

There are, in the Town of 
Agawam, many persons who 
work, sometimes behind the 
scenes and sometimes in the 
forefront, leading a cause to 
which they are dedicated. Such a 
man is John “Red” Farrington, 
former chairman of the Con¬ 
servation Commission. He has 
worked countless hours for the 
cause of conservation in 
Agawam. Often times his work 
seemed to be a thankless, dead¬ 
end cause. But he persisted and 
under his leadership the com¬ 
mission has begun to role. 

Mr. Farrington and other 
members of the commission led 
the successful campaign against 
an unrealistic aerial bom¬ 
bardment of mosquitoes by 
potentially cancer forming in¬ 
secticides. This year we are 
beginning to see more birds in the 
area which live primarily on 
mosquitoes. It will, perhaps, take 
a few more years to see a sub¬ 
stantial number of these birds, 
but certainly they cost the tax¬ 
payer nothing as compared to a 
$4,000 bill for an ineffective 
mosquito control program as 
proposed on town meeting floor. 

But perhaps “Red’s” major 
achievement was his proposal of 
a town bylaw which would have 
given the town local control of its 
wetlands. Although the bylaw fell 
a few votes short of the needed 
two-thirds votes, Red opened a 
few eyes as to what is happening 
in the Town of Agawam. He 


worked countless hours on the 
bylaw only to see it defeated by a 
few “self-interest groups.” Al¬ 
though the “freshman select¬ 
man” recently stated ’that the 
town has “a high water table,” 
any person knowledgeable about 
its field knows this is not true. 
Certainly the town has areas in 
which one will find a high water 
table, but this obviously does not 
hold true for the entire town. It is 
unfortunate that this selectman 
does have water in his cellar, but 
if he and others had listened to 
Mr. Farrington’s suggestions 
concerning the subject, many 
other future residents of Agawam 
would not get “stuck” as he has. 
We can only suggest that the 
future homeowners, before 
purchasing their dream house, 
will make a close check of the 
area for a high water table and 
any drainage problems. Perhaps 
in the near future Mr. 
Farrington’s ideas on the subject 
will be analyzed by the town 
powers and adopted. Then both 
the consumer and the environ¬ 
ment will benefit. 

So, Mr. Farrington, the towns¬ 
people and we on the commission 
are grateful for your courageous, 
unselfish leadership and 
dedication to the town and the 
environment. We know you will 
remain active in the cause you 
believe to be correct. Thanks to 
you, the rolling stone has 
gathered momentum. It is now up 
to all the concerned citizens to 
keep it moving. 


JUNIOR 

WOMEN'S CLUB 

AWARDED 

CITATION 

The Massachusetts State 
Federation of Women’s Clubs 
Junior Membership Annual 
Meeting was held recently in 
Provincetown. A five member 
delegation from the Agawam 
Junior Women’s Club attended 
the meeting, where the club 
received awards for many of 
their projects. 

Agawam along with several 
other clubs in the state won a 
superior rating in the president’s 
guideline — the highest 
achievement in this contest. 

A Citation in the Mental 
Retardation Department was 
awarded for “Operation Sun¬ 
shine” for the work done at 
Belchertown State Hospital. 

Another Citation in the Justice 
and Rehabilitation Division of the 
Public Affairs Department was 
received for our work at the 
Agawam Counceling Center. 

The Agawam Junior’s also 
received Certificates of Ap¬ 
preciation ‘ from Care, the 
National Association for 
Retarded Children, Project 
Concern and the March of Dimes 
for work in these areas. 

JUNE 1$ .-vtf. 
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Judith E. Locke Married 
To John E. Higgins 
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Mitteneague Bridge Open 


The wedding of Miss Judith A. Locke to John E. Higgins took place 
Sunday in Sacred Heart Church, Feeding Hills, Mass. Officiating was 
Rev. James J. Shea. Mrs. Cynthia Robinson attended as matron of 
honor and Miss Kim Locke, Miss Cynthia Johnson, Miss Linda Higgins 
and Miss Kathy Driscoll were bridesmaids. The best man was Frank 
R. Locke, Jr. Ushers were Thomas S. Locke, Jeffrey S. Locke, 
Richard Perry and Daniel MacPhail. 

Mrs. Higgins, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank R. Locke of 14 
Briarcliff Drive, Feeding Hills, attended Framingham State College 
and graduated from Springfield Technical Community College. 

Her husband is the son of Mr. and Mrs. John Higgins of 22 Mooreland 
Street, Feeding Hills. He is a graduate of Springfield Technical 
Community College, served with the U.S. Army in Vietnam and is 
employed by New England Power Exchange in West Springfield. The 
couple will reside in West Springfield. 
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AGAWAM OPTICIANS 

334 Walnut St. Ext., Agawam Tel. 786-0719 
In the Agawam Shopping Center 








Photo by Bill Keogh 

A view looking from the West Springfield side of the recently completed Mitteneague bridge. Gone is the 
steep hill on Bridge Street. The bridge now presents a more attractive approach to the North Agawam end 
of Town. 


VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED 
FOR COURT 
PROJECT 

Call for volunteers was made 
this week for a new program to 
help rehabilitate young men on 
probation from Springfield 
District and Hampden County 
Superior Courts. 

Kenneth T. Rainey, supervisor 
of volunteers for the Springfield 
Court Resource Project, said he 
is looking for “mature, 
responsible, well-adjusted men” 
to work on a one-to-one basis with 
the probationers for two to four 
hours per Week under 
professional supervision. The 
commitment to these young 
offenders would be ap¬ 
proximately for one year. 

Mr. Rainey asks interested 
persons to call or write him at the 
Court Resource Project’s office 
at 145 State Street, Springfield. 
The telephone number is 733-117G 
and 733-1177. 


VOTERS OF 
PRECINCT ONE 

I EXPRESS MY APPRECIATION FOR YOUR 
CONSIDERATION AT THE POLLS. 

SINCERELY 

COUNCILMAN 
FRANCIS A. COLLI 


POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT 


VOTERS OF 
AGAWAM 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT \l 
THE RECENT ELECTION. 

SCHOOL COMMITTEEMAN 

RICHARD F. BORGATTI 

POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT 


Qualify 


Fashion 


[master charge! 


BankAmericmq 


'lishf-fw (» 


PHOTOSUN LENSES 

HOURS: MONDAY-THURSDAY 9:30 A.M. to 5:30 P.M. 
FRIDAY 9:30 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. 

SATURDAY 9:30 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. 


REAL ESTATE 
LISTINGS NEEDED 

Agawam W. Springfield 
Southwick 
Westfield & Vicinity 
"SERVICE TO PLEASE YOU" 

ASSOCIATED SALES CORP. 

167 ELM ST REALTORS 413733 0435 

Peter Long© SVlarse B. Jay 
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ALL ROADS 


LEAD TO 


$3.75 CASE 950 6 PK 
RHEINGOLD N/R120Z. $4.50 CASE $1.15 6/PK 

16 oz. RT BTLS $4.75 CASE + DEP 
RtJPPERT 12oz. CANS $5. CASE $1.30 6/PK ( 
12 oz. NR BTLS $4.40 CASE: 

16oz RT BTLS $4.25 CASE + DEP 


12 oz. NR BTLS 


16oz RT BTLS OH.^O CASE + D 

SALLANTINEuns $4.50case $1.15 

1602 1C CASE 

RT BTLS V*fr.4D + dep 

CASE $5. 1 


6/PK 


CARLING case 
OLD MILWAUKEE 


12 oz. cans 


$4.50 


CASE 


COLD WINES' 


ANDRE SPARKLING BURGUNDY 

COLD DUCK CHAMPAGNE $199 
FRANCIA ASTI SPUMANTI $2.99 


SCOTCH 

BALLANTINE 

Vi GALLON $14.99 

HOUSE OF STUART 

'h GALLON $10.59 
QUART $5.59 

DAWSON/ gal $12.79 
qt $6.55 

BLACK VELVET , 

A GALLON $10.99 i 
QUART $5.99 * 

4/5 $4.99 ! 
GRANDE CANADIAN j 

'A GALLON $10.49 
QUART $5.59 

THREE 4/5 $4.59 
FEATHERS QUART $4.89 
ZHIVAGO VODKA ot 

wines $4.49 

DONELLI LAMBRUSCO $1.59 
DUVAL VERMOUTH $1.60 

NEW SPANISH BURGUNDY 

ROSE' CHABLIS 890 SANGRIA 990 


GINO S HANDY MART-GINO S LIQUORS-W.C. RACKLIFFE I 
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AGAWAM ADVERTISE 




SHOP AT THE WALNUT PLAZA WALNUT ST. EXTENSION 


Check our carpet 
remnant board 
posted in our 
window for 
specials of the week 


(priced for clearence) 

SHARPE & WILEY INC. 
FLOOR COVERING 

AGAWAM SHOPPING CENTER 


Fi 


BE SAFE! 


BE SURE! 


CALL 


W.C.RACKLIFFE ml 

& son m 

OVER 55 YEARS OF SERVICE 

DOOR CLOSERS - LOCKS INSTALLED - REPAIRED HM(lI 

SAFE COMBINATIONS CHANGED ■ 

FOR OUTSIDE SERVICE CALL 7860429 (UP TO 25 MILES) ^ 

OVER 55 YEARS OF SERVICE 

LOCK SMITHS & SAFE EXPERTS 


MILK (GALLON) - 950 

CIGARETTES (CARTON) $4.19 
ICE CREAM ('A GALLON) 790 
PEPSICOLA (16oz. 6/PK) 790 
COKE (10oz. 8/PK) “ - 890 

COMPLETE 

LINE OF DAIRY PRODUCTS 


FE & SON • HOUR GLASS CLEANERS • SHARPE & WILEY INC. 


COIN-OP 


TYPE 


DRY CLEANING 


No Waiting — Fast Service 
Stop Back Anytime You Like 
DONE THE PROFESSIONAL WAY 
WE DO ALL THE WORK! 

LBS. $^75 
FOR A 


BREAD ROLLS GROCERIES ETC. 


GINO’S 
HANDY MART 




■ < 


HOUR GLASS CLEANERS 

14 YEARS OF EXPEREINCE 
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REBA TES FOR 


MASSACHUSETTS 

MOTORISTS 


By Representative ALAN D. SISITSKY 


Sfurtterttea'a Conner 


It is gratifying to report that a law conceived 
and drafted by me — to compel auto insurance 
companies to return excess profits earned under 
compulsory no-fault bodily injury to motorists — 
was sustained in a decision by the Massachusetts 
Supreme Judicial Court on June 5. The court 
upheld a finding by the commissioner of in¬ 
surance under my legislation that the auto in¬ 
surance companies had earned excess profits of 
27.6 percent on the compulsory premium in 1971. 
This figure represents approximately 35 million 
dollars in excess profits. 

The purpose of this statute was to guarantee 
that the average citizen would pay a fair in¬ 
surance rate by preventing the companies from 
retaining unfair profits. 

In Agawam, this legislation means that 
motorists will be receiving estimated rebates of 
the following levels: A male driver under 25 
years of age, without driver training, who is the 
owner or principal operator of his vehicle, will 
receive a rebate of $35. In a typical family where 
there is a male driver under 25 years of age, with 
driver training, who is not the owner or principal 
operator, the rebate should be $20.50. In a 
situation where there is no young driver and the 
vehicle is used primarily for pleasure and the 
commuting distance to work is less than 10 
miles, the estimated rebate in Agawam is $11.00. 

POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT 


Over two million Massachusetts motorists 
should be receiving similar rebates as a result of 
this excess profits legislation. 

The commissioner of insurance has indicated 
that he will conduct one final public hearing to 
determine the exact amount of excess profits 
before he directs the companies to make 
payments to the motorists. Motorists should be 
receiving their rebates in late summer or early 
fall.. 

I filed this legislation on the basis of statistical 
evidence that the companies were reaping ex¬ 
cess profits. Several insurance company ac¬ 
tuaries informed me in December, 1970, that 
they expected 30 percent more claims under the 
no-fault bodily injury law. Statistics in mid 1971 
indicated, instead, 40 percent fewer claims. This 
sharp decrease in the number of claims in¬ 
dicated that the rates should have been pegged 
much lower. My legislation reflected this fact. 

At the forthcoming hearing to determine the 
precise amount of excess profits, I will suggest to 
the commissioner of insurance that he compel 
the companies to reflect in their rebates the 
interest which the companies earned from in¬ 
vesting the approximate 35 million dollars in 
excess profits which belonged to the motorists. 

Developments this month may have 
established a national precedent in insurance 


rate setting. 


POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT 


FOR FAST SERVICE ! ! ! 

PHONE 786-1226 



DAYGA PRINTING INC, 


495 SPRINGFIELD ST. FEEDING HILLS, 
B. EDWARD DAHDAH 


Women now comprise almost 
38 per cent of the total work 
force, according to the U. S. 

Department of Labor. 

®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®@®®®®©®®®®®®®®@< 5 >®®®®®® 


By BILL CHIBA 

“Reel him in Pete,” I yelled, as 
the silver salmon demonstrated 
his acrobatic prowess astern of 
the boat. “I am reeling,” 
remarked Pete Ronchi. The fish 
line came in limp to the reel as 
the Lake St. Jean Ouananiche 
continued to jump high in the air 
trying to free the rapala and the 
flasher spoon attached to it, the 
leader had parted and Pete lost 
his third fish. 

Bob Wolfe, Westfield; Pete 
Ronchi, Agawam, and I had 
driven 14 hours to reach our 
destination, Lake St. Jean, 
Peribonka, Quebec, Canada. This 
was my eighth season up here, 
Bob’s first and Pete’s second. I 
look forward to the ice out on St. 
Jean. It is undoubtedly the finest 
Ouananiche (salmon) fishing in 
the Northern Hemisphere. 

Herm Mutti, Henry Guidi and 
Larry Fountain, Agawam, and 
“Doc” Blanchard, West 
Springfield, had fished the 
previous week with Larry taking 
a seven and three-quarter lb. fish 
which he entered in the Molson 
contest. 

The fishing was slow for the 
entire week. The weather was 
fine. We were able to fish 
everyday, which is a novelty. In 
fact, this was the first year I was 
able to accomplish this. Usually 
stormy weather is the norm this 
time of the year and the storms 
are violent, however, the bad 
weather made up over the lake 
and dumped the rain down on the 
U.S.A, 


CENTURY 
LA WNMO WER 


7 COOPER ST. AGAWAM 


CHMIELEWSKI 
SHOE SERVICE 


60 SOUTH WESTFIELD STREET 
FEEDING HILLS, MASS. 

40 YEARS OF FINE SHOE REBUILDING 
AND FITTING 

Orthopedic Work Done 
Zippers Replaced—Pocketbooks Repaired 
New Men's Work and Dress Shoes 
All Sizes — Widths up to 4E 

> Tingley Rubbers. Overshoes 

> Women's Loafers and Moccasins 

— HOURS OPEN — 
WED.-THURS.-FRI., 6:30 P.M.-8:30 P.M. 
SATURDAY, 9:30 A M.-5:30 P.M. 



I 

I 

I 

I 
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AGAWAM PHARMACY 


713 MAIN ST. NEXT TO POST OFFICE 
OPEN SUNDAYS 8 HOLIDAYS 8 TO 8 PHONE 781-3142 


♦ features 

♦ MONEY ORDERS 

♦ ICE CUBES 

♦ GIFTS 


♦ FREE DELIVERY 

♦ KEYS MADE 

♦ COIN-OP COPIER 

♦ CONVALECENT AIDS 


DAILY LUNCHEON SPECIALS' 


THE LARGEST IN GREETING CARDS GIFT WRAP 
STAFIONERY & PARTY SUPPLIES BY 

AMERICAN GREETINGS 



wash day? 


Don’t be. We service all makes 
of electric clothes dryers. Call 
our Customer Service Center 
for details. 



MSTTW MAS* CLCCHK «****» 

WESTERN MASS. ELECTRIC COMPANY 

A NORTHEAST UTILITIES COMPANY 


GENERATING BRIGHTER TOMORROWS TODAY 



Outdoor columist Bill Chiba, 
displaying a five pound 
Ouananiche that he caught out of 
Lake St. Jean, Canada on a 
recent trip. , 


One day we hit a large school of 
walleyes and filled a plastic leaf 
bag half full. We all have filets in 
our freezers. 

I call it a very successful week. 
I brought home five salmon with 
the smallest weighing five 
pounds, the largest just urtder six 
and one-half pounds. Both Bob 
and Pete did very well and are 
looking for another try at the 
large ones that are in the lake. 

We met Agaw^mites Hank 
Daglio, Junie Provost, Bert 
Montagna and his son while 
driving home. They were on their 
way up to the lake for a stay of 
one week. Our week of slow ac¬ 
tivity did not dampen their en¬ 
thusiasm and they did not spend 
too much time talking with us and 
soon were off in a cloud of dust 
heading north. 


The National Park Service has 
released its 1972 edition of 
“Camping in the National Park 
System.” It lists 28,000 campsites 
at 524 campgrounds in 86 areas of 
the National Park System. 

The pocket sized booklet 
specifies the camping season for 
each area, duration of stay 
permitted, and facilities provided 
by the National Park Service or 
park concessioners. Each area is 
numbered and keyed to a map of 
the U.S. 

Individual campsites are avail¬ 
able on a first-come, first-served 
basis with no advance reser¬ 
vations accepted at most camp¬ 
grounds. Designated group 
campsites, however, may be 
reserved for schools, 
organizations and other large 
parties. 

Campground use fees, ranging 
from $1 to $4 per night per 
campsite, are charged for im¬ 
proved facilities. There is no 
charge for back country camp¬ 
ing. 

While many standard camp¬ 
grounds can accommodate self- 
contained recreation vehicles, 
utility hookups are not generally 
available in National Park 
Service campgrounds. 

“Camping in the National Park 
System” can be purchased from 
the Superintendent of 
Documents, U.S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington, 
D.C. 20402 for 30 cents. 


(Continued on page 12) 


Hie Old ItiruEsi 



“The right angle to use iA 
doing a hard job is the try- 


We service water heaters, ranges, dryers and electric heat. 






















SPRINGFIELD YMCA OFFERS 
SUMMER FENCING LESSONS 

Beginning June 9 the Central 
Branch YMCA will offer an ex¬ 
panded fencing program to in¬ 
clude instruction in all three 
weapons — foil, epee and sabre. 

Foil, termed the academic 
weapon, is the only one used by 
both men and women. It is the 
basic practice sword governed by 
rules of attack and defense. The 
target area is limited to the torso 
and touches in foil, as in epee are 
made with the point only. 

The epee, or duelling sword, is 
the modem counterpart of the 
deadly weapon used centuries 
ago. The epee bout simulates an 
actual duel and the entire body is 
valid target. 

In competition, foil and epee 
are fenced electrically. The 
fencers are wired to a scoring 
machine and fair and foul 
touches are signalled by colored 
and white lights, respectively. 


Unlike the other weapons, 
touches with the sabre are made 
with the cutting edge of the blade, 
as well as the point. The added 
dimension of the cutting blade 
makes the sabre the most ver¬ 
satile and spectacular of the 
three weapons. The rigorous 
style of sabre fencing also makes 
it the most physically demand¬ 
ing. The sabre is nonelectrical 
and touches are determined by 
judges watching each fencer. 

Each weapon has a technique 
and discipline that distinguishes 
a fencer’s personality. 

Fencing is unexcelled for 
physical and mental develop¬ 
ment. The fact that there is no 
age or physical limitation makes 
it one of the few universal and 
lifetime sports. 

DeWitt Tash is the instructor 
for this program. For further 
information call the Springfield 
YMCA, 781-5600. 


RENT YOUR GUITAR 

AGAWAM SUMMER COURSE 

SIX WEEKS*SIX DOLLARS 

AGAWAM MUSIC STUDIO 


CALL B. GAGNON 
664 SUFFIELD ST. 


734-7402 
734-3240 



DIAMONDS 

LETAUEN JEWELERS 

AGAWAM SHOPPING CENTER 


THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

VOTE AND CONFIDENCE 

★ 

SCHOOL COMMITTEEMAN 

FRANK R. LOCKE 


PS CURRAN-JONES 

m SSM FUNERAL HOME 

CURRAN JONES--- 


Now Serving You in Agawam at: 
745 Cooper Street 
Tel 781=7765 
and West Springfield at: 

109 Main Street 


&T’ - 
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Central YMCA to Offer 
Inducement for Summer 
Mario Sakellis, membership 
director of the Central Branch 
YMCA, announced a special 
summer membership rate for 
anyone 16 years of age and over 
signing up by June. The summer 
rate will be good from June 
through September and will 
entitle the member to full use of 
all physical facilities. 

Special features of the sum¬ 
mertime include the in-town pool 
as well as the YMCA rooftop, 
equipped for sunbathing, and the 
health services (steam room, 
sauna, sunlamps and massages). 

Sakellis said summertime con¬ 
ditioning has become more 
popular in recent years because 
leisure time for businessmen and 
students is more easily come by 
during these months. Many men 
take a noon break or step in after 
work to perk with a refreshing 
swim in the pool, he said. 

For further information call 
the membership department at 
the Y, 781-5600. 


The total number of seri¬ 
ous crimes reported across 
the nation in the first half of 
this year increased by 11 per¬ 
cent over the same period of 
a year ago, FBI Director 
J. Edgar Hoover reported. 
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GUITAR COURSE OFFERED 


FOR ELEMENTARY PUPILS 



“SUMMER SOUNDS” - a six 
week Music Program for 
elementary and junior high band 
and orchestra students will 
be held in the Agawam Junior 
High School Music Room 
beginning Tuesday, June 24th. 

The program is sponsored by 24 
parents representing each school 
and is directed by Mrs. Sally 
Lowell, elementary instrumental 
teacher for the Agawam Public 
Schools. 

Separate two hour rehearsal 
periods for beginner and ad¬ 
vanced groups will include a 40 
minute sectional lesson with a 
professional musician. “SUM¬ 
MER SOUNDS” musical staff 
includes: Mr. Darcy Davis, Jr., 
Mr. Carlos Saloio, Mr. Sheldon 
Was, Miss Nancy Hess, Mrs. 
Frederick Robinson, and Mrs. 
Charlotte Dow. 

NEW THIS YEAR is a 
“Leasure Time Guitar” course 
being taught also on Tuesdays at 
the Junior High, but for one hour 
only. It is offered to all pupils in 
grades 3-8, and is to be taught by 
Mr. Robert Fishman, elementary 
inst. teacher in the Springfield 
Public Schools. In addition to the 
regular tuition, pupils are ex¬ 
pected to provide their own 
guitar and instruction book. 
Classes will be limited to 10 
pupils to insure greatest accom¬ 


plishments. Registration must be 
made with Mrs. Lowell as soon as 
possible to insure getting in on 
this new musical offering. Mrs. 
Lowell emphasizes that there is 
NO carry over into the school 
instrumental program at 
present, as no band or orchestra 
part is written for guitar. 

Brochures explaining all 
programs are available from 
elementary principals and Mrs. 
Lowell. Immediate registration 
is advised with Mrs. Lowell. 
Telephone: 786-0275 for further 
information. 

Summer Sounds 
Parent Committee 

Robinson Park School — Mrs. 
Anthony Baszak; Mrs. Russell 
Brinkerhoff; Mrs. William 
Gonet, and Mrs. Algot Olson, Jr. 

South Elementary — Mrs. 
Julian Miodowski and Mrs. 
Robert Anderson; Mrs. John 
Cassidy and Mrs. Paul Pappas. 

Granger — Mrs. Albert 
LaMountain; Mrs. Raymond 
Darsney; and Mrs. John 
Greguoli. 

Peirce — Mrs. Daniel 
Dematos. 

Danahy — Mrs. Edward Toon 
and Mrs. Louis Scherpa. 

Phelps — Mrs. Salvatore 
Tessicini; Mrs. James Fogg; and 
Mrs. John Sweeney; Treasurer: 
Mrs. Albert Taupier. 


OPEN 

HOUSE 

DAILY 1 TO 5 
MON. TUES. WED. 

.. EVENINGS 


COREY ST. AGAWAM 
EDWARD ST OFF MAIN ST 

a life of comfort 
and convenience ... 
designed with YOU 
in mind... 



Featuring.... 

• SOLID WALL CONSTRUCTION 
for SOUND CONDITIONING 

• FULL BASEMENT for each unit with 
individual WASHER and DRYER 
CONNECTIONS 

• RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 

Tennis Courts Three wooded picnic areas 
Olympic-size swimming pool 

• WALL-TO-WALL CARPET 

• BUILT-IN VACUUM CLEANING SYSTEM 

• ELECTRIC HEAT 

• AIR CONDITIONING 

And ■■■■ 

• TOTAL ELECTRIC KITCHEN equipped by 
GENERAL ELECTRIC 


$jk 



BED. 


~ I 


^ BATH 

— 

BED. 

_,-— 


• SELF DEFROSTING REFRIGERATOR 

• SELF CLEANING RANGE 

• GARBAGE DISPOSAL 
9 DISHWASHER 


Second Floor 


9 garbage disposal Constructed By 

® dishwasher SOLITARIO BROTHERS 

For ADVANCE RENTALS 736-2682 786-1906 

FOOT: : niEAOlf <S© q 375 WALNUT STREET • AGAWAM, MASS. 

SECOND SECTION NOW RENTING 





























De PALMA 


USED CARS 
DePALMA MOTORS 

OPEN EVES. 785-1327 
959 SPFLD. ST., AGAWAM 


SPORTSMEN'S CORNER 


(Continued from page 8) 


payments under Social Security, Commissioner Reappointed 
otfoer public programs, or private Governor Francis W. Sargent 
pension plans are far smaller recently announced the reap- 
thvan the earnings they replace, pointment of Arthur W. Brownell 
And if retirement income is not as commissioner of natural 
av ailable or is not enough to meet resources. Comm. Brownell, who 
minimum basic needs, he must was first appointed com- 
faiil back on whatever savings he missioner in 1969, entered the 
may have, public assistance, or department in 1950 as a summer 
help from relatives. employee while still in high 

Over 5 million older Americans school. After receiving a B.S. 
are existing on incomes below the degree in forest entomology from 
poverty index*. In recent years, the University of Maine, he 
economic growth and improved became a research forester for 
social program have reduced the the U.S. Forest Service. In 1959, 
poverty roster for the population ______________________ 

generally, but the number of 

older people who are poor has Thursday, July 13, St. Anthony 
remained almost unchanged vs . st John No 3 at Sr< H igl 
Progress in this area will depend Fie j d 

ora improvements in the various Monday, July 17, F.H. Congo 
in^e-maintenance programs vg st John No 1 at Jr Hig j 
so that all retired people can live F j eld 

in, recency, and at levels that are Monday July 17 Agawan 
not drastically lower than those c vs st John No 2 a 
provided when working Buxton Field 

• As developed by the Office of Tuesday , July 18 st John No ; 
Research and Statistics in the V s. F.H. Congo at St. John Fielc 
Social Security Administration. Wednesdav. iulv 19. BaDtist vs 


am®umit to only 5 percent of all 
wages paid in the United States. 
Initial data, available from the 
IBB 3 Social Security Ad- 
miiniisfcratEon Survey of the Aged, 
slmweid the following breakdown 
of the aggregate money income 
ofi persons 65 and over: 

* mxare than 30 percent from 
eartnin>«S: 

” abfcoutt 30 percent from Social 

Seem i tv 

afcwjut: 6 percent from other 
public retirement systems 

* abtout: 3 percent from private 

pensions 

" mars than 15 percent from 
interest, dividentd, and rents 

* lesss than 15 percent from 
public- assistance, veterans’ 
programs, cash from relatives, 
and other sources. 

By and: large, when the older 
American retires, whether 
bee.air se of compulsory 
retaireirmerat policies, poor health, 
redhuciad,ability to compete in the 
job nnarket, or by personal 
cfiiodre., tie finds that retirement 


Impressive gains have been 
made in assuring older people a 
continuing income in renreiment. 

Twenty-five years ago, onjy 10 
percent of the elderly were 
receiving any kind of retirement 
benefit. Today, about 90 percent 
of the nation’s 1? million older 
people have seme form of 
retirement protection. 

Of these, the overwhelming 
majority (85 percent! are el igilile 
for Social Security benefits — 
about 75 percent are already 
retired and receiving the 
benefits. Another five percent are 
protected under public employee 
or Railroad Retirement systems. 

About 15 percent are drawing 
private pensions, supplementing, 
in most cases, their retirement 
benefits under the Social Security 
program. 

One in five older Americans is 
in the labor force. The earakngs of 
this group are still the largest 
single source of income for the 
older population — even tinough 
the total dollars they earn 

GIRLS SOFTBALL LEAGUE SCHEDULE 

The Agawam Softball League Appireaation is also extended Thursday, June 15, St. Anthony 

opened its eleventh season on toParksand Recreation who are vs. St. John No. 2 at Sr. High 

June 1st. This league, whicth was now sponsoring the league which Field 

organized in 1962 by Mrs. Wyly was foirmerly self-supporting. Monday, June 19, F.H. Congo 

Brame, league director, offers Schedules will be published in v S . St. John No. 2 at Jr. High 
pleasurable, challenging this newspaper, so attend the Field 

recreation for local girls in the 10 games; and bring chairs. Monday, June 19, St. John No. 1 

to 15 year age group. The coaches 1972 Senior vs. St. Anthony at St. John Field 

place emphasis on good sports- envision Schedule Tuesday, June 20, Agawam 

manship and fair play. Games Start At 6:00 P.M. Congo vs. Baptist at Buxton Field 

The junior division consists of .J une? 27, Tues., St. Catherine Wednesday, June 21, St. John 

seven teams in which the players Belles vs. Agawam, Agawam. No. 3 vs. St. John No. 1 at St. John 

are between the ages of 10 to 13 JuiBy 5; Wed., HC Red Sox vs. Field 

inclusive. Coaches and teams are At-aiwaam. Agawam. Thursday, June 22, St. Anthony 

as follows: Baptist, Shirley Por- July 113, Mon., St. Paul vs. vs. F.H. Congo at Sr. High Field 
ter: Agawam Congregational, Agawam; Agawam. Thursday, June 22, Baptist vs. 

Bill and Bobbi Meissner Feeding JmBy 12; Wed., E. Spfld. AA vs. Agawam Congo at St. John Field 
Hills Congregational, Jody Sfiet- Agawjam. Agawam. Monday, June 26, St. John No. 2 

son: St. Anthony, Rosemary 18 ., Tues., W.S. Royalettes vs. St. John No. 3 at St. John Field 

Scannell; St. John 01. S;.: nd vs. Agawam, Agawam. Monday, June 26, F.'H. Congo 

Dorothy Torcivia; St. Joftm 02, July 24, Mon., Agawam vs. vs. Baptist at Jr. High Field 
Bemie and Lil Petrone T amd! St. Freeman, Freeman. Tuesday, June 27, Agawam 

John #3, Bill and Patricia Ed- SCHEDULE FOR 1972 Congo vs. St. John No. 1 at 


AGENCY 




COMPLETE INSURANCE COVERAGE 


VOTERS OF PRECINCT ONE 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 


CONGRATULATIONS TO 
COUNCILMAN FRANCIS A. COLLI 

AND 

COUN CILIVfA N FREDERICK NARDI 

BENJAMIN S. BASSANI 


POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT 





















